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Manufacturing Exports are Critical to National Prosperity 
 
Without significant growth in exports, the U.S. will struggle to reduce its trade deficit, 
decrease its reliance on domestic consumption, and offset sluggish job creation.  
Manufacturing represents a large portion of the traded sector, accounting for 65% of 
U.S. goods exports in 2011 and 46% of total exports (including service exports).1 
Without sizeable growth in manufactured exports, the U.S. cannot hope to make 
significant progress in reducing the trade deficit or attaining its broader economic 
objectives. 
In fact, because of globalization, the health of the manufacturing sector and export 
performance are closely linked:2 a competitive manufacturing sector boosts exports, 
and a successful export policy drives manufacturing growth.3 
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